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I was subjected to a quiz at Peter Franklin's collection at Raymond Terrace on my way to the Conference. I was shown a plant that looked like sugar cane and asked to name it. Peter Franklin of Raymond Terrace, NSW, had already been reading copies of the German bromeliad journal, Die Bromelie, and had seen what can go wrong with an Aechmea (we suspect A. fasciata) in propagating by meristem. You can get some weird results and this was one. Forever growing and never flowering its only asset is that on a warm day, if you pinch the.leaves and really sniff hard, you can discern GINGER! Yes, it is an oddity which has a talking point and no doubt many of us will grow it on. BUT who would buy it? It seems that it came into this country from a nursery in northern New South Wales. I don't even know how you would classify it as an Aechmea, but for want of a better name how about Aechmea ‘Ginger’

By M McNamara in Bromeletter 31(5): 7. 1993

Aechmea 'Ginger'? - This really interested me!  Since I began importing plants from the States I have kept all my invoices - reminds me of why I am poor or what I spent my money on. Having gone through all my old invoices I found that 30/5/83 I imported "Aechmea 15" - number 15 told me it was Ae.fasciata cv 'Freak' imported from Tropiflora.
Too bad I couldn't find the old Tropiflora catologue, but no need as the description given by Derek Butcher was true blue: A fun plant - I don't know why it did not succumb to the gas on importation - Oh no, dipping was in then, that was 1983.

